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We are delighted you have chosen Ennis as your home. We believe Ennis 
is the best place to live, work and play! On behalf of the city commission, staff, 
citizens and local businesses, we look forward to getting to know you. We enjoy 
one another and bring the bluebonnet spirit of Texas to those who are lucky 
enough to live or visit here.

I believe one of the greatest things about Ennis is our people. It is truly the thing 
I love the most as we share our values and vision. Everything Ennis has become 
and all that it will be is attributable to talent, dedication and hard work by many. I 
couldn’t be more proud.

I encourage you to get downtown, out in our parks, and involved within 
our community. Our festivals are hard to beat, full of family fun and unique 
experiences. Ennis is awesome and we know you will feel the same. 

Please don’t hesitate to call if we can be of service.

Welcome to the City of Ennis!

Angeline Juenemann
Mayor of Ennis

The Ennis Welcome Center is located at 201 N.W. Main St., in our Historic Downtown. Come 
experience our one-stop-shop for everything Ennis, including our beautiful Bluebonnet Event Room for your 
next business meeting or event. While you’re there, be sure and check out the incredible art installation, “Full 
Bloom,” by artist Michele R. Gutlove.
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Pack your bag for a Texas must-see! 
Ennis, just 25 minutes south of downtown 
Dallas on IH-45, is a perfect place to bring 
the family for a weekend getaway or just 
for the day.

Ennis offers family fun year round! 
Feel the warm hospitality as you stroll 
down the brick streets of the historic 
district. Shopping in downtown Ennis is 
recommended Tuesday through Saturday. 
Experience the 40 mile drive of the 
breathtaking bluebonnets of the "Official 
Bluebonnet Trail of Texas" in April. Bus 
tours are welcome. Savor authentic Czech 
food, music, and fun at the National Polka 
Festival held in May, every Memorial Day 
weekend.

Ennis serves up quality hotels and 
breakfast inns and lodges. Ennis also has 
several choices of meeting space including 
four large auditoriums that are perfect for 
your next reunion, wedding reception or 
business meeting.

Recreational activities include fishing, 
skiing and camping at scenic Bardwell 
Lake. Several nice parks are available for 
family outings. Step back in time at the 
seven screen Galaxy Drive-in Theatre, or 
catch a little speed at the Texas Motorplex, 
a world renowned drag racing facility that 

features year round events and the NHRA Fall Nationals. Big O Speedway in Ennis also offers year round stock 
car races and family events.

Other attractions include the Ennis Railroad and Cultural Heritage Museum, the Ennis Public Theatre, and 
Theatre Rocks, two live theatres which both offer year round plays and musicals. While in town, enjoy relaxing 
at the beautiful Minnie McDowal Park in downtown Ennis. The history buff will also find Ennis a fascinating 
place to visit as this charming city offers many historical attractions.

Other highlights are Cinco de Mayo in May, Blues on Main and Freedom Fest in June, the Autumn Daze 
Fall Festival in October, and the December Lights of Ennis Parade & Block Party.

Please stop by the Ennis Welcome Center at 201 N.W. Main St. to see what we have to offer and to get 
your free visitors guides and brochures. We take great pride in opening our heart, soul, and hospitality to our 
visitors. Come experience Ennis... the bluebonnet spirit of Texas.

Come experience Ennis...

...the bluebonnet spirit of Texas.
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Purpose
The legislative and governing body of the City of Ennis consists of a Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, and five 

(5) Commissioners. The City Commission is elected on a non-partisan basis with individual Commission 
members elected to three-year staggered terms. Five (5) of the Commission members are elected from their 
respective single member wards. The Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem are elected at large. The City of Ennis 
has operated under the Commission-Manager form of government since 1913. The City Commission is 
responsible, among other things, for passing ordinances, adopting a budget, appointing committees, and hiring 
the City Manager, City Secretary, City Judge and the City Attorney.

Meetings
Regular meetings of the City Commission are held the first and third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
City Commission Chambers, 107 N. Sherman St., Ennis, TX 75119.

Contact the City Commission at 972-875-1234, Ext. 2236 

City of Ennis - Government
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City of Ennis - Government

Angeline Juenemann
Mayor

Angeline Juenemann 
was elected to the office 
of Mayor of the City of 
Ennis in May of 2016. 
She is the first female 
mayor in the City of 
Ennis’ history.

Mayor Juenemann is 
a financial advisor with 
Edward Jones. Her office 
is located in historic 
Downtown Ennis.

She is very active 
in the community, 
serving on the Board of 
Trustees for Ennis Regional Medical Center, Ennis 
Public Theatre Board, Ennis Economic Development 
Corporation Board, Ennis Heritage Society, and 
Ennis ISD District Wide Education Improvement 
Council. She is a member of the Ennis Chamber 
of Commerce, Downtown Merchants and Friends, 
Steering Committee of the Ennis YMCA, Boy Scouts 
of America Circle 10 Council Advisory Committee, 
Main Street Board and a graduate of Leadership 
Ennis. She has also served on the United Way Board 
of Ennis, Helping Hands of Ennis, and the Ennis ISD 
Junior High Advisory Board. She does volunteer work 
locally for several different organizations.

Angie and her husband, Dennis, have three 
children and seven grandchildren.

Jake Holland began a 
three year term as Mayor 
Pro Tem in May 2020. 
He has served the City of 
Ennis as a member of the 
Main Street Board and 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. Jake is a 
lifelong Ennis native 
and Ennis High School 
graduate. He graduated 
from Texas Tech 
University with a degree 
in Civil Engineering, 
and currently works as a 
Project Manager for Beck. 

Mayor Pro Tem Holland and his wife Jessica have 
two sons, Luke and John, and daughter, June. He is 
also known for doing an incredible job dancing the 
Czech Beseda!

Jake Holland
Mayor Pro Tem
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Rowdy Pruitt is a 
lifelong citizen of The 
City of Ennis, living in 
Precinct 1 for over 20 
years.  He graduated 
from Ennis High School 
in 1985 and holds an 
Associate Degree from 
Northlake College in 
Electrical Construction.  
Rowdy has an established 
and solid career as a 
Master Electrician in the 
State of Texas.

Rowdy has been an 
active member of St. John Catholic Church since 1988. 
He and his wife Cynthia have been married for 28 years 
and have a daughter, Shelby, who is currently attending 
Stephen F. Austin in pursuit of a Nursing Degree.

City of Ennis - Government

Bruce Jones
Ward 2 Commissioner

Rowdy Pruitt
Ward 1 Commissioner

Kameron Raburn
Ward 3 Commissioner

Kameron Raburn was 
born in Ennis, Texas and 
is a 6th generation Ennis 
resident. He concurrently 
attended Waxahachie 
Global High and Navarro 
College. He graduated 
from Navarro, Magna 
Cum Laude, with an 
Associate of Science in 
General Studies, before 
graduating from high 
school. He went on to 
attend The University of 
Texas at Arlington, where 
he graduated, Cum Laude, with a Bachelors of Science 
in Civil Engineering. Kameron is a member of many 
organizations, including: American Society of Civil 
Engineers, Rotary Club of Ennis, Ennis Heritage 
Society, & Ennis Chamber of Commerce. He has a 
passion for public service with over 10 years of service 
as a volunteer firefighter and first responder. 

Kameron is married to his high school sweetheart, 
Cassidy Harris. They have two daughters, Presley and 
Charley.

Shirley Watson
Ward 4 Commissioner

Shirley Watson 
is currently serving 
her third term as 
Commissioner for Ward 
4. She was elected for her 
first term in May 2017, 
re-elected to serve in May 
2020, and again in May 
2023. Commissioner 
Watson is a graduate 
of G.W. Carver High 
School, Madame CJ 
Walker College, and 
Integrity Seminary with 
a Bachelors in Christian 
Leadership and Community Organization. She has 
served on the Parks and Recreation Board and Ennis 
Housing Authority.

Mrs. Watson (widowed) is the mother of three 
boys, Phillip, Frederick and Patrick, as well as one 
daughter, Charlotte. She enjoys traveling, gardening, 
and serving her community wherever needed.

Bruce Jones was 
elected to office 
November 3, 2020. He 
graduated from Ennis 
High School in 1975. 

He worked for The 
Texas Department 
of Transportation 
for 19 years in both 
maintenance and 
engineering as an 
inspector. Later, he 
retired from The city 
of Midlothian after 16 
years as a construction 
inspector and streets superintendent. Mr. Jones says 
that being in Midlothian when they experienced all of 
their growth prepared him for the growth that Ennis is 
about to see.

Bruce is a father of five and enjoys all kinds of 
sports as well as being a basketball referee and 
baseball umpire.
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City of Ennis - Government

Bill Honza
Ward 5 Commissioner

Bill Honza was 
first elected as City 
Commissioner for Ward 
5 in May of 2016. He 
is a graduate of Ennis 
High School and a 
1993 graduate of Texas 
A&M University in 
College Station. He 
currently serves as 
the Communications 
Director for Ennis ISD.

Commissioner Honza 
loves the outdoors and 
enjoys hunting, fishing, 
shooting sports, and traveling with his family. He and 
his wife, Cindy, have two sons.

Are you looking for ways to give back to the 
community?  If so, we have a spot for you!  Serving 
on one of the City of Ennis Boards or Commissions is 
a great way to become involved in your community! 
The City Commission is seeking applicants to serve 
on the following boards. 

• Planning & Zoning Commission 
• Historic Landmark Commission
• Board of Adjustments
• Economic Development Corporation
• Parks Board
• Library Advisory Board 
• Railroad Museum Board
• Arts Commission
• Keep Ennis Beautiful
• Main Street Board

Boards and
Commissions

If you are interested in serving or would like to hear more information on the duties and meeting times of each 
board, please contact the City Secretary’s office at 972-875-1234 ext. 2236 or send an email to awade@ennistx.gov.

Marty Nelson
City Manager

Marty Nelson was 
selected and appointed as 
City Manager of Ennis in 
2020.

Marty served 28 
years in the U.S. Army, 
beginning as an Infantry 
Private and ending 
his service as a Civil 
Affairs, Colonel (O6), 
with numerous awards 
and decorations. He 
participated in several 
overseas deployments. 
The highlight of his 
military career was commanding the largest civil 
affairs battalion ever deployed in combat (448th Civil 
Affairs Battalion). His call sign was “Viking 6”.

He worked in the manufacturing industry for 22 
years in a variety of leadership positions, including 
Regional Customer Service Manager, Plant Manager, 
Operations Manager, and Manufacturing Manager.

His third career began in 2013, when he was hired 
by the City of Ennis as the Director of Economic 
Development. Economic development at that time 
was limited to industrial development. During his 
tenure, the spectrum of economic development 
expanded to include downtown revitalization, retail 
development, and workforce development.

In 2020, Marty served as the Assistant City 
Manager through the COVID-19 pandemic.

Now, as City Manager, his priorities are taking 
care of the city staff, improving our service levels, 
improving our critical infrastructure and improving 
our quality of life.

Marty and his wife, Jennifer, have three daughters 
and two grandchildren.
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City of Ennis - Senior Staff

David Anthony
Capital Projects Manager

Ashley Colunga
Mktg & Comm Director

Stephen Barnes
Finance Director

Kevin Howard
Health Director

Irene Kasujja
Human Resources Director

Jessica Diaz
Library Director

Ed Green, P.E.
Public Works Director

Bill Evans
Fire Chief
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City of Ennis - Senior Staff

Paul Liska
Parks Director

Becky McCarty
Downtown & Tourism Dir.

Mark Richardson
Planning & Development Dir.

Dustin Munn
Chief of Police

Chad Wester
Fire Marshal

Angie Wade
City Secretary

Jim Wehmeier
Economic Development Dir.

Christen Rudd
Ennis CARES Director
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To view the approved Voter Ward Map visit  www.ennistx.gov/Redistricting2023 and enter your 
address. For questions or more information contact the City Secretary at 972-875-1234 Ext. 2236
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Key Demographics

Retail Trade Area
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UNDERPASS 
PROJECT COMPLETION  2027
PROJECT VALUE  $50M
Source(s) of funding: City NCTCOG
$9M Federal, $34M State, $4M City of Ennis, $3M Union Pacific

•  Aesthetically-pleasing trestle bridge on 
    Ennis Avenue which allows trains to pass 
    overhead, relieving road congestion and 
    creating a landmark in Ennis
•  Connects IH-45 to the Downtown Market 
    and creates a gateway
•  Construction begins 2024

NORTH PLAZA
PROJECT COMPLETION  TBD
PROJECT VALUE  $28M
Source(s) of funding: City/Private Developer

•  Apartments, retail and restaurant 
     incubator space
•  Activated public plaza and water feature

AQUATICS CENTER
PROJECT COMPLETION  2025
PROJECT VALUE  $15M  
Source(s) of funding: City/Private Partner operates

•  State-of-the-art facility featuring indoor
     lap pool, leisure pool, slide and lazy river

CITY HALL
OPEN 2021, FINAL BUILD OUT 2023
PROJECT VALUE  $3.3M
Source(s) of funding: City

•  12,000 sq ft newly restored, historic building
•  Houses city staff, and commission chambers
•  Creates long term presence in historic downtown

LIBRARY REFRESH
PROJECT COMPLETION  2024
PROJECT VALUE  $5M
Source(s) of funding: City

•  Complete exterior refresh more consistent with
    Romanesque style of historic downtown
•  Digital signage on Ennis Ave to promote library
    and city events
•  Refresh of interior to make space more efficient
•  Addition of fenced outdoor play area

SUSTAINABILITY PROGRAM
PROJECT COMPLETED  2021
PROJECT VALUE  $1.1M
Source(s) of funding: City

•  Creates operational efficiencies and     
    makes trash collection more cost efficient
•  Includes curbside recycling in phase 
    two rollout

PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
PROJECT COMPLETION  Ongoing
PROJECT VALUE  $5M
Source(s) of funding: City, TXDot, grants, private

•  Development of Parks Master Plan
•  Complete redesign/build of Tim Gauna Park
•  Two additional splash pads
•  New playground equipment including
    an inclusion playground
•  Trails providing connectivity between parks, 
    neighborhoods and downtown

INFRASTRUCTURE (STREETS, WATER, & SEWER) 
PROJECT COMPLETION  Ongoing
PROJECT VALUE  $45M
Source(s) of funding: City

•  Investment in critical infrastructure improvements to support new growth
•  Maintenance and updating of streets to maximize tax payer value
•  Sonoma Trail road, water and sewer expansion
•  Sewer line expansion on Sterilite Drive to serve industrial park growth

2025

Photo property of Texas Tech University. 
Shown for conceptual purposes only.

2027

GATEWAY IMPROVEMENTS
PROJECT COMPLETION  2024
PROJECT VALUE  $3M
Source(s) of funding: City and TxDOT grants

•  Improves Kaufman St.,one of our main city entry
    points, to make it more aesthetically pleasing

•  Includes surface improvements, landscaped 
    median, sidewalks for connectivity, and storm 
    water drainage system

2021

2024

2023

FIVE YEAR COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT   PLAN  • 2021 - 2026
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New Neighbor Information
Key City Contact Information
• City of Ennis, 972-875-1234
 107 N. Sherman St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennistx.gov

• Ennis Economic Development, 972-878-4748
 108 W. Knox St., Ennis TX 75119
 www.ennistx.com

• City of Ennis Health & Inspections, 972-875-6444
 105 S. Preston St., Ennis, TX 75119

• City of Ennis Planning & Zoning, 972-875-6442
 108 W. Knox St., Ennis TX 75119

• Ennis Police Department, 972-875-4462
 1700 Lake Bardwell Dr., Ennis, TX 75119

• Ennis Fire Dept./Ambulance Service, 
 972-875-1234 ext. 2244
 After 5 pm and weekends: 972-875-3473
 1700 Lake Bardwell Dr., Ennis, TX 75119

• Ennis Fire Station #2, 972-875-6151
 901 Martin Luther King Dr., Ennis, TX 75119

• Ennis Fire Station #3, 972-895-3313
 1300 Country Club Rd., Ennis, TX 75119

• Ennis Welcome Center, 972-878-4748
 201 N.W. Main St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.visitennis.org

• Ennis Chamber of Commerce, 972-878-2625
 207 N.W. Main St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennis-chamber.com

• Ennis Public Library, 972-875-5360
 501 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119

• Ennis CARES, 972-695-3524

• Keep Ennis Beautiful, 972-878-4748
 www.KeepEnnisBeautiful.com

• Ennis Main Street Program, 972-878-4748

• Ennis News, 972-875-3801,
  215 N. Dallas St., Ste. D., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennisdailynews.com

Welcome to Ennis, the Official Bluebonnet City of 
Texas! Ennis opens its heart and soul to you, our new 
resident, to immerse yourself in the culture of our 
charming city. We invite you to shop, tour historical 
sites, attend special events and local festivals, use park 
and recreation services, conduct business, and most 
importantly, to get involved and to enjoy the quality 
of life that makes Ennis so special.

As a new resident, one of the first things we 
encourage you to do is to visit the Ennis Chamber of 
Commerce located at 207 N.W. Main Street. Ennis 
Chamber of Commerce phone number is 972-878-
2625 and their website is www.ennis-chamber.com. 
You will also want to stop by the Ennis Welcome 
Center at 201 N.W. Main Street. The Ennis Welcome 
Center phone number is 972-878-4748 and their 
website is www.visitennis.org.

At both offices, you will be greeted by friendly staff 
that will assist you in getting information that will 
make your transition to Ennis a pleasant one. At these 
offices, you will find current Chamber directories, 
city maps, brochures on what to see and do in Ennis, 
school information, shopping, dining and travel 
guides, listings of churches and organizations, local 
newspapers, and much more! The staff will assist you 
in answering your questions about Ennis and direct 
you to the right sources to make your move to Ennis a 
pleasurable one.

Also, the best way to familiarize yourself with 
what is happening in Ennis is to do research on local 
websites and follow these organizations on their 
respective Facebook pages and Instagram accounts. 
By doing this, you can stay informed of all the 
exciting activities that are currently happening in 
Ennis. 

We want to welcome you again, and we know 
you will be very pleased that you have settled in 
to a community that is the best kept secret in the 
southern corridor of the Dallas/Ft. Worth metroplex. 
Ennis offers a superior quality of life and provides 
fun family entertainment with an atmosphere of 
hometown hospitality.

Exciting and extraordinary, you can expect more 
from Ennis. We will put a smile in your heart and will 
provide a place that you will be proud to call home.
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New Neighbor Information
Communications / Social Media
• City of Ennis, Texas-Government
www.facebook.com/CityofEnnis

• Downtown Ennis Tx
www.facebook.com/downtownennistx
Instagram: @downtownennistx

• Visit Ennis, Texas
www.facebook.com/visitennistexas
Instagram & Twitter: @visitennistexas

• Downtown Ennis Bluebonnet Market
www.facebook.com/downtownennisbluebonnetmarket
Instagram: @ennisbluebonnetmarket

• Keep Ennis Beautiful
www.facebook.com/KeepEnnisBeautiful
Instagram: @ennisisbeautiful 
Twitter: @EnnisBeautiful

• Ennis Bluebonnet Spirit Shop
www.facebook.com/bluebonnetspiritshop
Instagram: @bluebonnetspiritshop

• Ennis Public Library
www.facebook.com/EnnisPublicLibrary
Instagram & Twitter: @ennislibrary

• Ennis Railroad & Cultural Heritage Museum
www.facebook.com/EnnisRailroadMuseum

• City of Ennis Parks & Recreation
www.facebook.com/EnnisParksandRec
Instagram: @ennisparksrecreation

• Ennis Chamber of Commerce, Ennis, TX
www.facebook.com/EnnisTxChamberofCommerce
Instagram & Twitter: @ennistxchamber

Communications / Social Media
• Ennis CARES
www.facebook.com/EnnisCARES

• Ennis Police Department
www.facebook.com/EnnisPD
Instagram: @ennispdtx

• Ennis, Texas Fire Department
www.facebook.com/EnnisTxFireDept

• Ennis Economic Development Corporation
www.facebook.com/EnnisEcDev

• Ennis Independent School District
www.facebook.com/EnnisISD
Instagram and Twitter: @ennisisd

• Ennis ISD Athletics
www.facebook.com/EnnisLion.org

• Ennis Now Magazine
www.facebook.com/EnnisNOW
Instagram: @ennisnowmagazine

• The Ennis News
www.facebook.com/EnnisDailyNews

City Services
City of Ennis Utility Billing Office, 972-875-1234
Water, Wastewater & Sanitation
107 N. Sherman St., Ennis, TX 75119
Pay Online: www.municipalonlinepayments.com

Water or Sewer Emergencies
For water or sewer related issues and to report water 
leaks, please contact the Service Center at 972-875-
1234, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
After hours, weekends, and city holidays, please call 
972-875-4465.
        
    - Continued on page 22
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- Continued from page 21

If the water supply problem is between the water 
meter and your residence, or if you have a sewer 
problem within your property, you will need to call a 
plumber for repairs. Call the emergency number for 
water supply problems on the city side of the meter 
and for sewer problems originating beyond your 
property line. 

The City of Ennis does not take payments over 
the phone nor does City Staff contact customers to 
request payments over the phone. If anyone calls you 
advising you to pay your water bill over the phone 
please contact the City Utility Billing Department at 
972-875-1234.

Updating Driver’s License
• Texas Department of Public Safety, Waxahachie, 
 972-923-6780
 1720 E. Main St., Waxahachie, TX 75165
 www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license

• Texas Department of Public Safety, Corsicana,
 903-872-5631
 3030 US 287, Corsicana, TX 75109
 www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license

Vehicle Registration
• Ellis County Sub-Courthouse, 972-825-5390 
 Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
 207 S. Sonoma Trail, Ennis, TX 75119

Voter Registration
• Ellis County Voter Registrar’s Office, 
 972-825-5195
 204 E. Jefferson St., Waxahachie, TX 75165
www.co.ellis.tx.us/740/Voter-Registration-Information

You may obtain an application from the County 
Voter Registrar’s office, the Secretary of State’s Office, 
libraries, post offices, or high schools. You can call to 
request an official, postage-paid application. You may 
download an informal application, but you will be 

required to affix a stamp before mailing. 
You may also register to vote when you apply for or 

renew your driver’s license in person at the DPS office. 

Child Care
• Candy Cane Corner, 972-878-3200
 1000 W. Lampasas St., Ennis, TX 75119

• The Blessing Center Child Care, 972-875-1118
 1700 N. Kaufman St., Ennis, TX 75119

• Sunshine Kids Academy, 972-875-8753 or 8766
 1700 Cedar Run, Ennis, TX 75119

• Kidz Lane Learning Center, 469-881-1811
 906 S. Kaufman St., Ennis, TX 75119

Public Library
• Ennis Public Library, 972-875-5360
 501 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119
 *Library will be operating at 
 115 W. Brown St. in Historic Downtown Ennis 
 April 2023 through April 2024

Other Key Contacts
• Ennis Independent School District, 972-872-7000
 303 W. Knox St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennis.k12.tx.us

• The Ennis News, 972-875-3801
 215 N. Dallas St., Ste. D, Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennisdailynews.com

• Ennis Regional Medical Center, 972-875-0900
 2201 W. Lampasas St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennisregional.com

• Ennis Municipal Airport, 972-875-4279
 3000 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119

New Neighbor Information
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Walter Beasley
Board Secretary, Place 3

Bill Chapman
Board Vice President, Place 5

Bramlet Beard
Board President, Place 7

John Erisman
Board Trustee, Place 4

Tommy Aguilar
Board Trustee, Place 2

Kelly McManus
Board Trustee, Place 1

Lindsey Clark-Fass
Board Trustee, Place 6

The Ennis ISD Board of 
Trustees consists of seven 
elected citizens who work 
with community leaders, 
families, and educators to 
develop sound educational 
policies that support 
student achievement and 
ensure the solvency of the 
District. As a unit, they 
are a strong and cohesive 
team that helps the Ennis 
ISD continuously set 
and achieve new levels of 
excellence. 

Ennis ISD Board of Trustees

Ennis Independent School District
Ennis ISD is in Region 10 of the Texas Education Agency in the City of Ennis, Texas. 

The district, formed in 1881, covers an area of 253.8 sq. miles in the southeastern corner 
of Ellis County and extends into a small area of Navarro County. The District is dedicated 
to offering the best education at all 11 of its campuses focusing on student achievement for 
all students. EISD educators are highly qualified and work to ensure all students have the 

best resources and instruction to succeed. The District has a long tradition of success and continues building 
excellence so that all students are college and career-ready when they graduate from EISD schools.

Regularly scheduled school board meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month at the EISD 
Administration Building, 303 W. Knox St., Ennis, TX 75119.
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Ennis Independent School District

Carver Early Childhood Center 
Principal: John Peterson

600 E. MLK Dr. | (972) 872-3730 

Crockett Early Childhood Center 
Principal: Cindy Honza

1701 W. Lampasas | (972) 872-7131 

Austin Elementary School 
Principal: Kara Mathes

1500 Austin Drive | (972) 872-7190 

Bowie Elementary School 
Principal: Sara Jakubik 

501 Jeter Drive | (972) 872-7234 

Houston Elementary School 
Principal: Lori Redning 

1701 S. Hall St. | (972) 872-7285 

Travis Elementary School 
Principal: Kristen Darby

200 N. Shawnee | (972) 872-7455 

Athletic Field 
House 

(972) 872-9884

EISD Tennis 
Center 

(972) 872-7450 

Child 
Nutrition
(972) 872-7030 

Transportation, 
Buses, 

Maintenance
(972) 872-7353
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Ennis Independent School District

Lummus Intermediate School 
Principal: Matthew Queen 

501 N. Clay St. | (972) 872-7060 

Miller Intermediate School 
Principal: Candace Bennett 

2200 W. Lampasas | (972) 872-3775 

Alamo Middle School 
Principal: Alex Rendon

501 N. Gaines | (972) 872-7332

Ennis Junior High School 
Principal: Rodney McNeill 

3101 Ensign Road | (972) 872-3850 

Ennis High School 
Principal: Nathan Moye 

2301 Ensign Road | (972) 872-3500  

EISD Administration Building 
303 W. Knox | (972) 872-7000

www.ennis.k12.tx.us

Jay Tullos
Ennis ISD Superintendent
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Ennis Chamber of Commerce

Welcome to Ennis! You have just discovered a wonderful 
family community rich in heritage and traditions, which you 
will experience through our local festivals, parades, dances, 
theater and everyday living.

The Ennis Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to the 
expansion of the individual goals of its members as well 
as the businesses they represent. The officers of the Ennis 
Chamber, along with the board of directors, offer a wealth 
of knowledge and insight. We utilize these ideas to conduct 
and host events which promote economic growth and an 
attractive quality of life.

At the Ennis Chamber, our priority is you. We are focused 
on helping businesses in Ennis grow and join in our efforts of 
serving the community. We are working together to improve 
the economic, civic and cultural well-being of our great 
community.

A high-quality, balanced and diverse community of 
happy families is the Ennis way. We are here to provide you 
with information about Ennis necessary to adjust to new 
surroundings and working together to help your business, 
family and our community grow.

207 N.W. Main St., Ennis, TX 75119 | PO Box 1177, Ennis, TX 75120
972-878-2625 | www.ennis-chamber.com | @EnnisTxChamberofCommerce
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For Your Banking Needs

Civic Organizations

• Bank of America ATM (drive-thru) 
 844-401-8500
 301 W. Knox St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.bankofamerica.com

• Centex Citizens Credit Union 
 972-872-6820
 2251 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.myowncu.com

• Citizens National Bank
  972-938-4300
 500 E. Ennis Ave., Ennis TX 75119
 www.cnboftexas.com

• Ennis State Bank - Trinity Capital Bank of Texas
 972-330-8530
 815 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennisstatebank.com

• Ennis State Bank Motor-Bank
 972-330-8530
 101 N. Clay St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.ennisstatebank.com

• Harmony Bank (formerly First State Bank)
 972-878-4040
 909 S. Clay St,, Ennis, TX 75119
 www.harmony.bank

• PNC Bank 
 972-875-4711
 1712 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.pnc.com

• Prosperity Bank
 972-875-8461
 207 S. Clay St., Ennis, TX 75119
 www.prosperitybankusa.com

• Ennis Garden Club began and has sponsored the 
Ennis Bluebonnet Trails & Festival for 70+ years. 
The club meets at 10 a.m. on the first Tuesday of 
each month, September through May, at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Ennis, 210 N. McKinney St., 
Ennis, TX 75119. Programs are open to the public. 
Business meetings are closed. 
 Email: ennis.garden.club@gmail.com
 Mail: P.O. 784, Ennis, TX 75120
 www.facebook.com/EnnisGardenClub

• Ennis Heritage Society serves to protect and 
preserve historic resources that focus on Ennis 
and East Ellis County for the use, education, and 
enjoyment of present and future generations. 
Updates and information available on Facebook.
 Email: info@ennisheritagesociety.com
 Mail: P.O. 189, Ennis, TX 75120
 www.facebook.com/ennisheritagesociety

• Ennis Noon Lions Club was officially chartered on 
March 5, 1921.  Lions Clubs are found in 206 countries 
with over 3 million members. In Texas, there are 850 

clubs with over 31,000 members. The club meets every 
Wednesday at noon, with a few exceptions when they 
are serving the community with the Eye Van and 
other projects.  “WE SERVE,” the motto of the club is 
to serve our community, businesses, and families. For 
more information on joining the club, please contact 
Jeannette Patak at jeannettejp49@gmail.com.   

• Rotary Club of Ennis brings together dedicated 
individuals to exchange ideas, build relationships, and 
create lasting change within our community.
 Email: ennisrotary@gmail.com
 www.ennisrotary.org
 www.facebook.com/Rotary-Club-of-Ennis

• Unity in the Community of Ennis is a non-profit 
organization that operates as a resource to bring 
medical, human needs awareness, and events to the City 
of Ennis.
 Email: uitcofennis@gmail.com
 unityinthecommunityofennis.org
 www.facebook.com/unity1musicfest
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United Way Agencies

Our Mission: To improve the quality of life of all people by responding to priority health and human service 
needs through gathering and distributing community resources in an efficient and accountable manner.

• ACROSS - Transitional Housing (8 units)
 972-872-9828
 P. O. Box 8844, Ennis, Texas 75120
 www.acrossennis.org

• Boys & Girls Club of Ennis - After School Activities
 972-875-8599
 1211 S. Clay St., Ennis, Texas 75119
 www.ennisbgc.org

• Candy Cane Corner - Child Care
 972-878-3200
 1000 W. Lampasas, Ennis, Texas 75119
 www.candycanecorner.org

• Children’s Advocacy Center - Forensic Counseling, 
        Abused Children
 972-937-1870
 425 E. Ross St., Waxahachie, Texas 75165
 www.elliscountycac.org

• Ennis Golden Circle - Senior Citizen Activities
 972-875-6101
 1700 N. Floyd St., Ennis, Texas 75119
 www.ennisgoldencircle.com

• Friends of the Library - Ennis Public Library
 972-875-5360
 501 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, Texas 75119
 www.ennistx.gov/FriendsoftheLibrary

• Girl Scouts - Scouting Activities
 972-349-2400
 www.gsnetx.org

• Give a Kid a Chance - Back-To-School Assistance
 www.facebook.com/Ennis-Give-A-Kid-A-Chance

• Helping Hands of Ennis - Food Pantry & Assistance
 972-875-0218
 604 N.E. Main St., Ennis, Texas 75119
 www.helpinghandsofennis.org
 www.facebook.com/HelpingHandsofEnnis

• Hope Health - Medical, Mental Health, Social Svcs.
 972-923-2440
 805 W. Lampasas, Ennis, Texas 75119
 www.hopehealthtx.org

• Impact Ennis - Drug Prevention Resources

• Meals on Wheels - Elder/Disabled Meals
 888-8MY-MEAL
 www.mownct.org

• Runnin’ Free Ranch - Mental Health Counceling
 214-399-4270
 1403 Old Bardwell Rd., Ennis, Texas 75119
 www.runninfreeranch.org
 www.facebook.com/runninfreeranch

815 W. Ennis Ave. Ste. D, Ennis, TX 75119 | PO Box 639, Ennis, TX 75120
972-351-2060 | www.ennisunitedway.org | @greaterennisunitedway

ONE COMMUNITY. ONE GOAL.
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For Your Healthcare Needs

   Ennis Regional Medical Center is the first and only hospital located in Ennis, Texas. We’re a full-service 
health care facility providing services that include advanced digital imaging; 24-hour emergency care; physical 
and occupational therapy; and same day surgery. Ennis Regional Medical Center is truly the best of both 
worlds. We are a full-service hospital that is small enough to allow us to provide our patients with the personal 
attention that they deserve and large enough to provide them with the services they need. 

Ennis Regional Medical Center is staffed by a group of professionals dedicated to ensuring your stay is 
as comfortable as possible. It recently became a part of ScionHealth, a new company based in Louisville, 
Kentucky, that was formed in late 2021 following a transaction between LifePoint Health and Kindred 
Healthcare. ERMC was formerly a part of Brentwood, Tennessee-based LifePoint. 

We are more than a hospital. We are a vital part of Ennis and the surrounding area. Whether it’s health care, 
education, or community involvement, Ennis Regional Medical Center is committed to being your community 
partner. On behalf of our employees, physicians, and volunteers, thank you for choosing Ennis Regional 
Medical Center. 

Be well. Live well. That’s why we’re here.
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For Your Healthcare Needs
Selection of a health care provider is a personal choice. Most 

or all of the health care providers performing services in Ennis 
Regional Medical Center are independent contractors who have 
privileges to practice at the hospital but they are not hospital 
employees, representatives or agents. This includes but is not 
limited to radiologists, pathologists, emergency physicians, 

anesthesiologists, hospitalists, surgeons and others. Independent 
contractors are responsible for their own actions and the hospital 
is not liable for the acts or omissions of any such independent 
contractors. If understanding the relationship between your 
health care provider and this hospital is important to you, you 
may ask your health care provider.

John Arkusinski, DO
Family Medicine
Ferris Family Medicine
972-842-3016 
207 W. 5th St., Ferris, TX 75125

Sadaf Assani, DPM
Podiatry
Infinity Foot & Ankle
972-247-5708
2200 Physicians Pkwy. #B, Ennis, TX 75119

Raymond Blair, MD
Adolescent Medicine, Family Medicine
Blair Family Medicine
972-875-7799
2203 W. Lampasas, Ste. 101, Ennis, TX 75119

Katherine Brown, MD
Pediatrics
Ennis Pediatrics
972-875-8300
805 S. Clay St., Ennis, TX 75119

James Carlisle, MD
Pain Medicine
Omega Rehabilitation and Spine
817-488-6333
515 W. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 100
Southlake, TX 76092

Susan Chiusano, FNP-C
Orthopaedic Sports Medicine
Regional Orthopaedic Sports & Medicine
972-937-8900
1324 Brown St. (FM 813) Ste. 100
Waxahachie, TX 75165

Fernando Cruz, DPM
Foot & Ankle Surgery
Family Foot & Ankle Center
972-875-3668
601 Clay St. Ste. 105, Ennis, TX 75119

Jose Fajardo, DPM
Podiatry
Waxahachie Foot Clinic
972-938-1368
1620 W. Hwy. 287 Business
Waxahachie, TX 75165-4706

Andre Graham, MD FACS
General Surgery
North Texas Surgical Specialists
972-875-8442
2203 W. Lampasas, Ste. 218, Ennis, TX 75119

Lance Hall, FNP-C
Family Medicine
Dr. Fredric Puckett Family Medicine
972-875-6200
2203 W. Lampasas, Ste. 111, Ennis, TX 75119

Larry Hayes, DPM
Podiatry
Agape Foot Care
214-210-2911
1312 14th St. Ste. 101, Plano, TX 75074

Basem Jassin, MD, FACS
Otolaryngology
Ennis Ear, Nose, Throat and Allergy Care
972-875-9700
818 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119

Philip Jimenez
Podiatry 
Agape Foot Care
214-210-2911
1312 14th St. Suite 101
Plano, TX 75074

Larry Jinks, MD
Internal Medicine
Ennis Doctors Center
972-875-4700
802 W. Lampasas, Ennis, TX 75119

Edward Jones, MSN, APRN, FNP-C
Family Medicine
Ennis Medical Group
972-875-8833
2203 W. Lampasas, Ste. 202, Ennis, TX 75119

Blayne Laws, MD
Family Medicine
Family Care Clinic
972-875-6700
717 W. Lampasas, Ennis, TX 75119

Joshua Mcspadden, DO
Orthopaedics
Marc A. Roux, MD Waxahachie 
Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine
972-923-9999
1328 W. Hwy 287 Bypass, Ste. 100
Waxahachie, TX 75165

Robert Megna, DO
Adolescent Medicine, Family Medicine
Ferris Family Medicine
972-842-3016
207 W. 5th St., Ferris, TX 75125

Francis Nwafor, MD
Urology
Star Urology of Texas, P.A.
214-980-1920
3112 W. Hwy. 22 #1476, Corsicana, TX 75110

Jeffrey Parrett, DPM
Orthopaedic Sports Medicine
Regional Orthopaedic Sports & Medicine
972-937-8900
1324 Brown St. (FM 813) Ste. 100
Waxahachie, TX 75165

Davey Perrin, MD
Adolescent Medicine, Family Medicine
Ferris Family Medicine
972-842-3016
207 W. 5th St., Ferris, TX 75125

*The proviers on this list perform services for ERMC and the up-to-date listing can be found at www.ennisregional.com. 
This is not meant to serve as an all-inclusive list of medical providers in the area. 
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The Ennis News: Since 1891
215 N. Dallas St., Ste. D, Ennis, TX 75119 | P.O. Box 100, Ennis, TX 75120

972-875-3801 | www.ennisdailynews.com | www.facebook.com/EnnisDailyNews

A resource for  
parents and families

MEDICAL 
DIRECTORY 
INSIDE

Family2022 ELLIS COUNTY

Guide

Bluebonnet
Trails

2023M A G A Z I N E

Festivals | Food | Music | Entertainment | Shopping | Fun!

Polka
Festival
56th Annual

May 26-28, 2023 Vitame Vas!
E N N I S

the award winning 
ehs marching band

CHEERLEADERS

LIONETTES5 Time State Champions
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x  x  x  x  x
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LIONS
PROGRAM

A Downtown Reborn.
Festivals, Events, & Fun.
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FALL 2022

Back the Blue - Sunday | June 20 | 2021 - The Ennis News

Chief Dustin Munn

Officer Dayanne Byrd  

Asst. Chief David Anthony

Narcotics/K9 Jacob Yrlas  

Lt. Fred Pontley Lt. Mike Hopson

Ptl. Sgt. Jason McCurdy

Officer Daniel Gomez  

Officer Chase Lyles

Ptl. Sgt. Sherman Swafford

Ptl. Sgt. Chad Bolton 

Det. Sgt. Jason York Det. Sgt. Paul Asby Det. Sgt. Rodney Rickman

Det. Sgt. Brian Shahan

Officer John Munoz 

Officer Jason Nottingham Officer Antonio Pride 

Officer Broderick Smith 

Officer Daniel Wiser  

Officer Jovan Thompson

Officer Paul Salazar Officer Mario Hernandez  

Support Svc. Sgt. Roger Cole Ptl. Sgt. Justyn Wilder

Cpl. Lance Watson Cpl. David Dodd Cpl. Kevin Tuley Cpl. Brad Sherrard

Det. Sgt. Jeff Bates 

Officer Adrian Ornelas  

Officer Aaron Palmer  

BACK
THE BLUE

Honoring the ones who 
protect and serve.

Officer Enrique Lopez Officer J.R. Boggs

Officer Zach Jones

2020 Lions Tale - Sunday | February 7 | 2021 - The Ennis News

THE STORY OF THE 2020 ENNIS LIONS

A LION’S
TALE
Riding high 
in the saddle
Lions did the city proud, though 
title aspirations cut short

Senior WR, capped 
a brilliant career 
with 129 receptions 
and 26 TDs. He 
caught 12 passes 
vs. Timberview.

Laylon Spencer

SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE EDITION!

-Chris McGathey photoSee LIONS, page 4B

As confident as holding four aces 
through nine games, No. 1 ranked 
Ennis (9-0) was primed until dealt 
a bad-hand at Midlothian in a second round playoff  game. Two 
calls allowed Old Man Momentum to change hands and it was 
enough to turn Timberview into an upset winner over the team 
picked by most to win their sixth crown. 

Payton Chapman recovered a fumble and wasn’t stopped until he reached the Wolves’ 
10-yard line. An official inadvertently blew his whistle just prior to the fumble, negating the 
change of  possession deep in Timberview territory and preventing a certain Lions score.

Then, leading 21-14 to start the second half, Ennis was poised to expand their lead when 
a pass to Karon Smith reached the Wolves’ 31. He made a cut to follow a block by Laylon 
Spencer, and slipped to a knee with possession of  the ball still two feet above the ground. 
When his elbow hit the turf  the ball came loose, and the Wolves benefited by the same of-
ficial blowing the call. He said Smith wasn’t down and the fumble allowed Timberview to 
dodge another bullet.

The two-touchdown change of  fortune was enough to fuel a rally in a 42-28 stunner by 
Timberview. While the two wrong calls were huge, the Wolves did play turnover free and 
had only three five-yard penalties. They also ran all over the Ennis defense for 326 yards. 
They made big plays with basic option runs and whatever adjustments the Lions made were 
like trying to stop a buffalo herd on roller skates. The Lions had 19 second half  yards on 
eight rushes. Ennis was outplayed in the second half.

 No ground game, even with a two-tight end set, left only Spencer and Smith for QB Col-
lin Drake to perform his District MVP magic. And with Skylan Simmons standing on the 
sideline, the Lions offensive wizardry looked like a one-trick poney. Timberview broke a 
28-28 tie with two fourth quarter TD’s and simply wore down the favored Top Cats 28-7 after 
halftime.

$400
VALUE

1. Cut out the entry forms 2. Fill out contact information
      on each one

3. Take them to the businesses listed on the forms
      and drop them in the entry box at each location

ENTER TODAY TO WIN! WINNERS WILL BE DRAWN 
AND NOTIFIED ON 2-10-21*

*Newspaper entries only. Need not be present to win. Limit one gift basket per winner.

HURRY! ENTRY DEADLINE 2-9-21
IT’S EASY:

Cotton Patch Cafe
 706 N I-45 • Ennis

(972) 875-8591

Victory Physical Therapy
 1101 S Clay, Suite B • Ennis

(972) 878-0503

The Ennis News
 213 N Dallas • Ennis

(972) 875-3801

Avant Garde Theatre of Dance
 213 W Ennis Ave, Ste 500 • Ennis

(469) 509-7235

The Gameroom
807 W Lake Bardwell Dr • Ennis

(469) 881-1022

Alma Smokehouse BBQ
 106 SW I-45 • Ennis

(972) 875-2669

T H A N K S  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

Quality Inn - Ennis
 I-45 @ Hwy 34 • Ennis

(972) 875-9641

NWynn’s Jewelers
 1012 E Ennis Ave, Ste. 111 • Ennis • M-F: 10am-
4:30pm, Sat: 10am-2:30pm • (469) 881-1188

ONE NIGHT STAY 
QUALITY INN • ENNIS

 $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE
NWYNN’S JEWELERS • ENNIS 

 DINNER FOR 2
COTTON PATCH CAFE • ENNIS

 $151 VALUE PACKAGE
AVANT GARDE THEATRE OF DANCE • ENNIS

 $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE
ALMA SMOKEHOUSE BBQ • ENNIS 706 N I-45 • Ennis

(972) 875-8591

cottonpatch.com

213 W. Ennis Ave., Ste. 500
Ennis, TX 75119 • 469-749-7969
avantgardetheatreofdance.com

• Combo Ballet & Jazz 
• Combo Ballet & Tap 
• Ballet • Pre-Pointe 
• Pointe • Tap • Jazz

• Contemporary 
• Modern • Acrobatics

We also offer adult 
classes!

 $30 GAME CARD
THE GAMEROOM • ENNIS

807 W Lake 
Bardwell Dr.

 Ennis

(469) 881-1022

ennisgameroom.com

Over

BEST OF THE BEST - Sunday | October 31 | 2021 - The Ennis News

• ACCOUNTANT • ATTORNEY • AUTO BODY REPAIR • AUTO DEALER/

NEW • AUTO DEALER/USED • AUTO REPAIR SHOP • BANK

• BARBER SHOP • BREAKFAST • CARPET CLEANER • CHIROPRACTOR

• CHURCH • CIVIC CLUB • CONVENIENCE STORE • DENTIST • DINNER

• DOCTOR • DRY CLEANER • ELECTRICIAN • FARM SUPPLY STORE

• FAST FOOD • FINANCIAL ADVISOR • FLORIST • FUNERAL HOME

• FURNITURE STORES • GROCERY STORE • HAIR SALON • HALL • HARDWARE 

STORE • HEATING/AC • HOME BUILDER • HOTEL/MOTEL • INSURANCE COMPANY 

• LANDSCAPER • LIQUOR STORE • LOAN COMPANY • LUMBER YARD • LUNCH • 

MASSAGE THERAPY • MORTGAGE TITLE CO • MOVIE THEATER • NAIL SALON • 

NURSING HOME • PAWN SHOP • PET GROOMER • PHARMACY • PHYSICAL THERAPY

• PLUMBER • REAL ESTATE COMPANY • RESTAURANT • RETIREMENT 

HOME • STORAGE FACILITY • SURGEON • TIRE DEALER • WRECKER
THE WINNERS

All Your Ennis Favorites - See Page 4

Graduation Commemorative - Sunday | May 23 | 2021 - The Ennis News

Collin DrakeJessica Dixon
VALEDICTORIAN

Cierra Chapman
VALEDICTORIAN

Kellyn Villarruel
VALEDICTORIAN

SALUTATORIAN

Emma Jones
SALUTATORIAN

Juan Chavez
SALUTATORIAN

Presenting
Class of 2021the

ENNIS 

HIGH 

SCHOOL

PALMER HIGH SCHOOL FERRIS HIGH SCHOOL

ennisdailyn
ews.com

Ennis N
ews. E

nnis B
ased.

Sunday | N
ovember 6 | 2022

$1.00

See TREE, page 3

See VIETNAM, page 3

Mark Warde

mark@ennisdailynews.com

Autumn Daze a wrap, Lights of Ennis on tap

A local fa
mily looks forward to cel-

ebratin
g Veterans’ D

ay with
 th

eir fa-

ther for his service to
 his country in

 

Vietnam, a war some feel is
 now less 

remembered than others alth
ough it 

was one of  the longest in
 U.S. history.

“My father didn’t h
ave a great w

el-

come back after he served,” explained 

his daughter, Nicole Gonzales. “The 

war was a controversial one and many 

men who served overseas were mis-

treated when they got home.”

But Corporal Larry Santos didn’t 

let th
ose who disagreed with

 th
e war 

dim his light or make him any less 

proud of  his tim
e defending the nation 

between 1965 and 1968. Santos was in
 

the United States Marine Corps and 

won the Navy Achievement Medal 

for his work as a machine gun squad 

leader in Company A, First B
attalion, 

Fourth Marines, Third Marine Divi-

sion from Nov. 12, 1967 and Nov. 28, 

1968.
His citation read: “Corporal Santos 

performed his duties in an exemplary 

manner. P
articipatin

g in
 several m

a-

jor combat o
perations, in

cluding Op-

erations Kentucky and Scotland II, 

he repeatedly distin
guished himself  

by his courage and composure under 

fire. Exhibitin
g exceptional profes-

sional abilit
y, he skillf

ully supervised 

his men in combat operations against 

the enemy, thereby contributin
g sig-

nificantly to the accomplishment of  

his unit’s
 mission. Constantly con-

cerned for the combat readiness of  

his unit, h
e tir

elessly trained his men 

and molded them into an effective 

fightin
g force. C

orporal S
antos’ le

ad-

ership, professional competence and 

steadfast devotion to duty reflect great 

credit u
pon himself, t

he Marine Corps 

and the Naval Service. “

The citation fu
rther noted th

at h
e 

was “authorized to wear the combat 

V.” It 
was signed by Secretary of  th

e 

Navy H. W
. Buze, Jr. w

ho was also the 

commanding general of  the Marine 

Force in the Pacific. 

Now 75, Santos is still
 proud of  be-

ing a Marine and of  lending his coun-

try a hand in its
 hour of  need. H

e has 

since enjoyed a full, h
appy life

 with
 his 

wife, th
e former Karen Wells, and his 

children, N
icole, Shannon and Larry 

Todd. H
e also has eight grandchildren 

and five great grandchildren.

Nicole Gonzales said of  her dad that 

he “wears his veterans’ h
at a

nd gets 

noticed and people say ‘th
ank you for 

your service’ and he loves it”
 because 

the controversy of  th
e war no longer 

obscures his sacrifice.

“He has shared fu
nny stories with

 

us of  his tim
e in the Marines,” she 

added “but h
e doesn’t t

alk very much 

of  the combat. It
’s also great to

 see him 

Father’s
 Vietn

am ser
vice s

ource 

of  pride fo
r Ennis F

amily

Mark Warde

mark@ennisdailynews.com

Hi- 9
4

Low-73
Sunny, w

arm
SUNDAY

Mark Warde

mark@ennisdailynews.com

Following a jam-packed October, 

area residents can take advantage of  

activitie
s planned for November and 

December. A
utumn Daze, originally a 

few days, has become an entire month 

of  related events tie
d to the hay maze 

and pumpkin patch.

“November and December will 

have equal amounts of  fun as we 

switch gears into holiday shopping 

and Christmas festivitie
s,” said City 

of  Ennis Communications and  M
ar-

ketin
g Manager, E

rica Todd.

Catching their breath now, En-

nis has a calendar of  five upcoming 

dates, startin
g with

 holiday shopping 

on Small Business Saturday, set for 

November 26.

One of  the best-attended, tradi-

tional activitie
s is th

e annual L
ights 

of  Ennis Parade, Block Party and 

Market, slated for Thursday, Dec. 1. 

It is an unofficial green-lig
ht to the 

Christmas season. 

Two days later, S
aturday, D

ec. 3, is
 

the popular Lucky’s Car Show & Toy 

Drive.

The following week is th
e expand-

ed Holiday Roller Skatin
g, downtown 

for three days, Dec. 9-11. People of  all 

ages are invited, especially children.

The GAF sponsored Holiday Snow 

Tubing Hills
 at th

e North Plaza, D
ec. 

16-18, returns. Actual hills
 of  snow, 

with
 tracks for tubing, make for a 

seasonal settin
g of  fun.

Pressed for details, T
odd relented 

to say this year will h
ave three, giant 

snow hills
. The roller-skatin

g, on a 

specially laid surface, h
as in

creased 

to th
ree days. A

lso, back by popular 

demand, will 
be downtown horse-

drawn carriage rides.

See LIGHTS, page 3

Midterms are upon Ellis
 

County’s 120,188 registered vot-

ers when polls open on Tues-

day, Nov. 8. While turnout is 

typically not n
ear what it

 is in 

a presidential election, in
terest 

this year is projected to be at an 

all-t
ime high.

The county population is at 

202,678 (2021) and had a growth 

rate of  about 2.2 percent accord-

ing to the most recent United 

States census data. Known as 

a strong Red area by its
 votin

g 

pattern over the past four de-

cades, Ellis
 County figures to 

contin
ue its

 trending nature.

The City of  Ennis leads with
 

a request to
 reauthorize Propo-

sitio
n A. If

 approved, th
e local 

sales and use tax in the City 

of  Ennis at th
e rate of  .0025 to 

contin
ue providing revenue for 

maintenance and repair of  mu-

nicipal streets. The tax expires 

on the fourth anniversary of  

the date of  th
is election unless 

the im
positio

n of  th
e tax is re-

authorized. 

Three key elections are con-

tested and one county official 

considers them to be influential 

positio
ns. A

t th
e top of  the 40th 

Judicial District Judge, where 

the Republican incumbent, B
ob 

Carroll is battli
ng Rwan “Ro” 

Hardesty, a Democrat. 

Two others are for Justice 

of  th
e Peace in Precincts 3 and 

4, w
here Dan Cox and Sharon 

Levingston, Republican and 

Democrat, r
espectively, are on 

the ballot. Cox is the current 

Pct. 3
. J.P. Louis Ponder ® and 

Robert E. Shelton (D), 
both 

Ellis 
County 

goes to
 the 

polls

Randy Bryan Bigham

Ennis News Correspondent

Saluting last Ennis Honor 

Flight Veteran

A local group of 32 World War II veterans, along with 18 guardians and sponsors 

who accompanied them in 2008, travelled to Washington D.C. to view the WW2 Me-

morial in what was called the first Honor Flight from Texas. Marylyn Wylie, an Ennis 

realtor, was the catalyst to making it happen, so says Carol Spellman.

The group also toured the Pentagon, the Vietnam Wall and had a festive banquet 

in the nation’s capital. Honor Flights to Washington D.C continue to this day.

Last week at the Bluebonnet Café, a handful gathered for a luncheon to recog-

nize the last of the Ennis WW2 veterans, Bill Lewis, who made that memorable trip. 

Lewis, now 95, later served as the Mayor of Ennis, starting in 1990, for ten years. He 

proudly wore his, still-fi
tting, military shirt to the luncheon (center in photo). Wylie 

presently resides in Colorado. 

City initia
tes Arbor 

Day tree planting

Submitted Photo

Cpl. Larry Santos (seated) with fellow soldiers in 

Vietnam, 1967.

Ennis seeks renewal 

of  .0025 tax for 

road repairs

Inaugural transplants honor 

Anderson, Spellm
an

Ennis Parks & Recreation Department stated 

this week they now plan to plant tr
ees annually on 

Texas Arbor Day. They began with
 a ceremonial 

dedication of  the first tree to a local legend, the 

late Sandy Anderson. A
 second tree was planted in 

memory of  Ron Spellm
an.

According to Parks & Rec Director, P
aul L

iska, 

the Ennis Garden Club donated the tree and hosted 

a small f
unction at B

luebonnet P
ark. “Sandy was 

a trailblazer of  th
e Ennis Bluebonnet T

rails,” said 

Liska, “so it s
eems only fittin

g that she is the trail-

blazer of  this new Arbor Day program.”

The beloved Anderson, w
as th

e Ennis Bluebon-

net T
rails Festival chair for 41 years and a life

long 

Ennis Garden Club member. H
er efforts and tenac-

ity paved th
e way for th

e trails and festival, w
hich 

have become one of  today’s best-attended and pop-

ular events.

See ELLIS, page 3

2021 Harvest Wrap - S
unday | November 21 | 2021 - The Ennis News

Preparing Thanksgiving dinner for a houseful of  

close friends and relatives can be a tad overwhelm-

ing. T
hanksgiving is a food- and traditio

n-centric 

holiday, a
nd all e

yes will a
re typically on the dinner 

table. Pullin
g off  a feast of  this magnitu

de — mul-

tiple courses, side dishes and desserts — takes con-

siderable effort. T
hese tip

s, tr
icks and tim

esavers 

can be a Thanksgiving host’s saving grace.

Pick 
the 

menu 
earl

y

Don’t le
ave menu planning and shopping to th

e 

last m
inute. D

ecide what you’ll b
e 

cooking in additio
n to tu

rkey sev-

eral w
eeks before th

e big day. S
e-

lect tw
o or three side dishes, pref-

erably ite
ms th

at can be prepared 

in advance and then reheated on 

Thanksgiving. These can include 

a baked macaroni-and-cheese cas-

serole, mashed potatoes, roasted 

vegetables, and a cornbread stuff-

ing. 

Brine
 you

r bir
d

Turkey is the centerpiece of  the 

feast, s
o give it 

every opportunity 

to shine. N
o one wants a dry tu

r-

key, but unfortunately this lean 

poultry can dry out easily.
 M

eats 

typically lose about 30 percent of  

their weight during cooking. How-

ever, by soaking the turkey in a 

brine prior to cooking it,
 you can 

reduce this moisture loss to as lit
-

tle as 15 percent, a
ccording to Dr. E

stes Reynolds, a 

brining expert at th
e University of  Georgia. Brin-

ing the fowl fo
r a day or more can infuse flavor and 

moisture. Food Network personality
 Alton Brown 

has a fan-favorite roast tu
rkey recipe with

 an ar-

omatic brine th
at h

as garnered five stars and was 

featured on his show “Good Eats” (www.foodnet-

work.com/recipes/alto
n-brown/good-eats-roast-

turkey-recipe-1950271). A
 simple salted water soak 

also can work.

Star
t pr

ep w
ork 

a fe
w day

s ah
ead

Take some stress out of  Thanksgiving by cuttin
g 

all v
egetables and/or preparing some dishes a few 

days early. 
Label and organize prepared ingredi-

ents by recipe and store in
 th

e refrigerator. M
ake 

extra room in the fridge by removing nonessen-

tial items and placing them in a cooler with
 ice 

and cleaning out any old food or condiments. Plan 

your table settin
gs and label w

hich bowls and other 

serving dishes will 
be used for which ite

ms. T
his 

will m
ake it m

uch easier to set th
e 

table on Thanksgiving.

Serv
e ba

tche
d co

ckta
ils

It c
an be challenging and expen-

sive to have a full bar for guests. 

Mulled wine, hot cider and punches 

are ideal ways to service a crowd 

looking for delicious spirited drinks.

Create
 sim

ple c
enter

piece
s

Use seasonal sights for your 

centerpieces or place settin
gs. 

These can include small squashes, 

gourds, citrus fruits, nuts, or 

acorns. A hollowed-out pumpkin 

filled with
 fresh flowers also can 

be eye-catching. 

Thanksgiving is a tim
e to cel-

ebrate bounty. 
Treat guests to 

a great experience by learning 

some hostin
g tip

s to make the hol-

iday easier to manage. 

Tips 
to s

implify
 Than

ksgi
ving

 ent
erta

inin
g

Section C - S
unday | December 26 | 2021 - Letters to Santa | The Ennis News

D         ear Santa,

1) 
Want Dark M.M. Candy

2) 
hair barett

3) 
basket Ball Pump

4) 
Markers

Love, Tara

Dear Santa,

What I w
ant m

ost is for my family to be 

happy. W
hat elis I w

ant I a
 nather litt

le 

sister. I 
also want is a hauerboard and a 

nuther dog what ever kind. Have a happy 

Christmas Santa! 

Love, Jensen

Dear Santa,

I want hotwhels, bay blades, madden22, 

video games, clothes, shoes , ultim
ate 

garage, pee wee footballs, action figurer, 

baseball bat, controller, charger. 

Love, Asher

Dear Santa,

Here's what I w
ant fo

r Christmas, a 

computer, m
onitor, m

ouse, keybord, Gigatic 

Stuffed snorlax, and a desk. 

Love, Kyler

Dear Santa,

For Christmas I w
ant A ser of LOL dolls and 

girl a
nd boy omg dolls and a 4 story LOL house.

Love, Winter

Dear Santa,

If th
is going Dev.2 is snowflak and frad 

kuming. But what I w
ant fo

r Christmis, a 

makeup, bauny elf, ip
hone 13, a nolin dolrs 

for my ton tu and mom and nebrans. 

Love, Avery

Dear Santa,

I want a nerf gun. And a scoter and a DS. 

And famley fun.

Love, Callaway

Dear Santa,

I really want... a
 big mirror, 100 poppets, 

min fridge, lego storage and lego sets. 

Thank you! Love, Brynlee

Dear Santa,

I wod like sum more swords Pleess. Oh and 

sum more magnets Pleess thas all and have 

a gole Christmas. 

Love, David

Dear Santa,

For Christmas I w
ant a Juny B, Jones 

set. A
nd a five pack of chocers. And a 

hoverboard A blue one. And a miny camera. 

Love, Hallie

Dear Santa,

I want some close. I a
lso some statues for 

my collection. I a
lso want some trophes. 

I want all th
at stuff fo

r Christmas on 

December 25, 2021. 

Love, Jaxon

Dear Santa,

For Christmas I w
ant sques, bayblads, and 

golf balls. 

Love, Tyson

Dear Santa,

Wut I w
ant fo

r Cristmas is a Godzzila, 

indomanls, trex, and a Kingodard. 

Love, Luke

Dear Santa,

I want do perft. I
 want a elf to

y. I 
want a 

forwilt. 
I want a bac. 

Love, Grayson

Dear Santa,

I want some muny, m
inibradns figitS. Pant 

waterBottle
, legos a Buney. I 

want Pigin 

booKs. Robloxs gift c
ards. Id likca pink lava 

lamp. 

Love, Hadley

Dear Santa,

I hop things are going well at th
e Northpole. 

I have been verygood This year can I ples 

hav a nitendo swish The handuls cam of. 

Nolple board of m
e and that Is

 it P
les and 

Thank you! 

Love, Sebastian

Dear Santa,

Please help my elf w
rite can I h

ave a 

hachamals 2 pack. Rainbowcorms. Lost 

Kitty
s, and Guess who. Cause I'v

 been very 

Good. Please and Thanks. 

Love, Halli

Dear Santa,

board game, toys, game, cat, Ps b. 

Love. Logan

Dear Santa,

how are you I h
ope you are good can I h

ave 

lps, scwismalos, LOLS, gigits, babyalive, and 

babyspleyes. Please and thank you by! 

Love, Savannah

Dear Santa,

I hope the elves at th
e Northpole are exsdd 

c a x with the chi en. I h
ope you b Mrs 

Claus h a ery cristmas. H eas bb. 

Love, Peyton

Dear Santa,

hi Santa I hope Your good this Year. Let me ask 

You something, I w
ant a Figet Siner, Sencret 

boX, big makeup bag, and a new happy life
. 

Love, November

Dear Santa,

My name is...Iv
an Gomez. This christmas I 

want a turn table, Lowrider to car. 

Love, Ivan

Honoring Our Heroes - Sunday | September 12 | 2021 - The Ennis News

HonoringOURHEROES
Courage. Service. Dedication.

A life of service is its 
own reward Mark Warde

mark@ennisdailynews.com

Leave it to someone who has spent their life 
on the frontlines to recognize others who are 
called to clean up the mess that is sometimes 
humanity.

A man who did plenty of  good in his years of  
service, Ed Lane does Ennis proud. The retired 
Army First Sergeant, 73, was born here, educat-
ed here – and was a member of  the last graduat-
ing class of  Carver High School (1967). He spoke 
this week of  the role that First Responders play 
in American society.

Addressing those in the fire and police de-
partments, law enforcement, the United States 
National Guard and the U.S. Air National 
Guard, whom Lane has witnessed up close, he 
described them as critical to our country.

“They’re work is a bit unusual in that they 
are on constant stand-by,” he said. “First Re-
sponders are called to serve at any place. Yet 
some may never be called, though they prepare 
and are on-call, sometimes for years.”

He mentioned the rigorous training for a 
wide-range of  scenarios they could be sum-
moned in an instant. “They spend one weekend 

a month for specialty training,” he said of  their 
continued readiness. “Then, they give two full 
weeks a year doing more of  the same. During 
war time, they may be called into active service 
to an area of  immediate need.”

Lane added that while they seldom receive 
acknowledgment, it’s not why they serve. While 
others may be panicking and leaving a scene 
of  chaos, first responders are doing just the op-
posite – running towards the action. He said 
the National Guard take their orders not from 
where they are stationed, but from those on-site, 
like the mayor or the state governor where they 
are called.

He cited those who were mobilized in Wash-
ington D.C. on Jan. 6, which numbered over 
25,000, sometimes sleeping on the ground, but 
were a presence to quell any uprising.

The age-span for military reservists range 
from 17 to 42, and with an average pay of  $48,000, 
it can be attractive for those with the skill sets. 
Abilities for providing emergency medical care 
can pay between $14,000 and $92,000 in Texas, 

Ed Lane pays tribute to First Responders

See SERVICE, page 2B

Among the more indelible images to emerge on September 
11, 2001 was the sight of  two planes crashing into the North and 
South Towers of  the World Trade Center. Still photos and video 
footage of  those planes flying into the Twin Towers were the 
first images of  the attacks many Americans saw, and no one 
who watched events unfold that morning will ever forget those 
images.

Though both the North and South Towers fell on that day, to-
day the site where each tower once stood is a serene retreat in 
the bustling lower Manhattan neighborhood that was shaken 
to its core on the day of  the attacks. The 9/11 Memorial was de-
signed by architect Michael Arad and landscape architect Peter 
Walker. The 9/11 Memorial and Museum notes that Arad and 
Walker’s proposal was chosen in a design competition that fea-
tured 5,201 submissions from 63 countries.

The 9/11 Memorial is located on the western side of  the for-
mal World Trade Center where the Twin Towers once stood. 
Two enormous reflecting pools are part of  the Memorial Plaza, 
which is where the North and South Towers once stood. The 
pools feature the two largest man-made waterfalls in North 
America. Around the edges of  the pools, the names of  people 
who were killed in the 9/11 attacks in New York, the Pentagon, 
on Flight 93, and in the 1993 bombing at the World Trade Center 
are etched in bronze.

In recognition of  the crash sites, 400 swamp white oak trees 
were selected from nurseries located in New York, Pennsylva-
nia and near Washington, D.C. These trees are located through-
out the Memorial Plaza, providing a peaceful respite separate 
from the surrounding city. The Memorial Plaza also includes 
one Callery pear tree. That tree was discovered at Ground Zero 
weeks after the attacks and it was severely damaged. The tree, 
now known as the Survivor Tree, was nursed back to health by 
members of  the New York City Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and returned to the World Trade Center site in 2010, where 
it still stands as an enduring symbol of  resilience and persever-
ance.

The 9/11 Memorial is free and open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. More information about the 9/11 Memorial and the 9/11 
Memorial and Museum can be found at www.911memorial.org.

The 9/11
MemorialHONOR

VALOR

SACRIFICE
2021 Veterans Tribute - S

unday | November 14 | 2021 - The Ennis News

A SALUTE

T    O
UR

VETERANS

November 14, 2021

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED, WITH A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR EMPLOYEES

Larry Prewitt

Navy

1997 - 2
006

John Beck

Marine
 Corp

1990 - 1
993

Shawn Eastham

Marine
 Corp

1992 - 1
996

Matt D
unlap

Navy

1988 - 1
992

Mike Dunlap

USCG

1988 - 1
992

Holly Beard

Army Reserves

2017 - p
resent

David Morrow

Army

Served 12 years

Tim Brown 

Army

Served 2 years

Veterans Day 2021

We Salute You!
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The Ennis News, published by Ellis County 
Newspapers, Inc., has published in eastern Ellis County 
since 1891. The Ennis News publishes each Sunday. 
Ellis County Newspapers also publishes the Discover 
Ennis magazine in the Spring and Fall as well as several 
other publications throughout the year. We are the only 
media oulet dedicated to Ennis and are proud to serve 
our community as the newspaper of record for the City 
of Ennis. For subscription or advertising information, 
visit our website or give us a call. We’re here for you!

For Your Healthcare Needs
Fredric Puckett, DO
Adolescent Medicine, Family Medicine
Dr. Fredric Puckett Family Medicine
903-378-3444
2203 W. Lampasas, Ste. 111, Ennis, TX 
75119

Keith Rigsby, MD
Internal Medicine
VIP Healthcare
972-875-6600
601 S. Clay St. Ste 104, Ennis, TX 75119

Emmanuel Sackey, MD
Pediatrics
Ennis Childrens Clinic
972-875-5220
601 S. Clay St. Ste. 101, Ennis, TX 75119

Jose Salguero, MD
Pediatrics
Pediatrics Cool Care
972-875-1010
900 W. Ennis Ave., #119, Ennis, TX 75119

Robert Silverman, MD
Internal Medicine
Ennis Doctors Center
972-875-4700
802 W. Lampasas, Ennis, TX 75119

John Sullivan, MD
General Surgery
Ennis Doctors Center
972-875-4700
802 W. Lampasas, Ennis, TX 75119

Meg Sullivan, MD
Interventional Cardiology
Ennis Doctors Center
972-875-4700
802 W. Lampasas, Ennis, TX 75119

Craig Yetter, DO
Family Medicine
Ennis Medical Group
972-875-8833
2203 W. Lampasas, Ste. 202, Ennis, TX 75119

Steven Zielinski, MD
Foot & Ankle Orthopaedics, Neurological 
Surgery, Spine Surgery
Texas Spine and Neurosurgery
254-732-3987
1000 W. Hwy. 6, Ste. 430, Waco, TX 76712
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Quality of Life: Churches
Assembly of God
Faith Assembly of God
1810 W. Baldridge, Ennis | 972-875-8794

Baptist
Ambassador Baptist
2200 Ensign Rd., Ennis | 972-875-8528

Anthony Drive Baptist
801 Anthony Dr., Ennis | 972-875-3632

Baylor Baptist
210 N. Preston, Ennis  | 972-875-2521

Bethlehem Missionary
608 E. Loggins, Ennis  | 972-875-4557

Calvary Baptist
805 W. Baldridge, Ennis | 903-467-4747

Creechville Baptist
900 Creechville Rd., Ennis

First Baptist of Ennis
301 N. Dallas St., Ennis | 972-646-9108

First Baptist of Bardwell
204 Beaulah St., Bardwell

First Baptist of Palmer
200 S. Sherman St., Palmer | 972-845-2199

Friendship Baptist
1101 Hall St., Ennis | 469-881-1671

Fundamental Baptist
211 W. Jefferson St., Palmer | 972-499-3265

Garrett Baptist
403 Templeton St., Garrett | 972-875-1101

Tabernacle Baptist
1200 Country Club Rd., Ennis | 972-875-3861

Catholic
St. John Nepomucene Catholic
601 S. Paris St., Ennis | 972-875-2834

Christian
First Christian
101 Paris St., Palmer

Church of Christ
Church of Christ
99 Church Circle, Bristol | 972-875-5904

Church of Christ
1503 Country Club Rd., Ennis | 972-875-7404

Episcopal
St. Thomas Episcopal
901 Park St., Ennis | 972-875-2423

Lutheran
Grace Lutheran Church
2402 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis | 972-875-7680

Methodist
Alliance of Faith UMC Family
1306 N. Kaufman St., Ennis | 972-875-8073

Bardwell United Methodist
104 Pecan, Bardwell 

Bristol United Methodist
104 Church St., Bristol

First Methodist Church of Ennis
300 N. Sherman, Ennis  | 972-875-7491

Missionary Baptist
Bristol Missionary Baptist Church
308 Union Hill Rd., Bristol | 972-935-8406

Fourth Ward MBC
1300 N. Shawnee St., Ennis | 972-875-2596

Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
900 S. Preston St., Ennis | 972-875-8306

Independent Missionary Baptist Church
1108 W, Milam St., Ennis | 972-875-6141

New Hope MBC
704 N. Ripley, Ennis | 972-875-7310

Orthodox
St. Nektarios Orthodox
604 Water St., Waxahachie | 816-509-6411

 Presbyterian
First Presbyterian of Ennis
210 N. McKinney St., Ennis | 972-875-3196

First Presbyterian of Ferris
201 Church St., Ferris | 972-544-3773

Pentecostal
Living Way UPC
2007 E. Ennis Ave., Ennis | 469-881-1175

Abundant Life Pentecostal
5404 I-45 South | 972-878-4673

Foundation of Life Church
2003 E. Ennis Ave, Ennis | 972-875-1200

Holy Temple Church
201 E. Lake St., Ennis | 972-878-2828

Non-Denominational
Refiner’s Fire Ministries
1611 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis | 972-875-6006
 
Evangelistic Messengers Assn.
1107 S. Clay St., Ennis | 972-349-1135

Cowboy Church of Ennis 
429 I-45 | 972-872-9118

Ennis Bible Church
110 S. Mulberry St., Ennis | 972-825-7185

The Road Church
116 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis | 214-534-6927

Holsey Christian Methodist
709 E. Quinlan St., Ennis | 972-878-4302

Wayman Chapel AME
1013 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis | 972-875-8550

Telico Church
Cemetery Rd., Telico

Grace Tabernacle
1200 Dolfie Ln., Ennis | 214-536-0555
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Quality of Life: Downtown Ennis
Ennis Main Street

The Ennis Main Street Program is downtown revitalization within the context of historic preservation. 
Our program focuses on bringing people downtown and creating an energy within our community through 
programming events and supporting the downtown master plan. Programming includes festivals, our seasonal 
market, and holiday events.

Bluebonnet Market
100 N. Dallas St., Ennis, TX 75119 | 972-878-4748
April - October, Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. (noon)
Homemade – Handpicked – Hometown Style. 

The Bluebonnet Market, located on the tree-lined 
boulevard of revitalized Dallas Street in downtown Ennis, 
is open Saturdays, April through October, offering a variety 
of fresh produce, hand-crafted items, and unique products 
from area farmers, craftsmen, artists, and specialty vendors.

Created in 2014, the Farmers Market was renamed 
Bluebonnet Market in 2020, and continues to welcome 
hundreds of locals and visitors to the downtown every 
Saturday morning with food, events, entertainment, and 
special activities for children during the summer months.

The Bluebonnet Market builds a sense of community 
and promotes the continuing growth and economic 
development of the City of Ennis and its Historic 
Downtown. The Bluebonnet Market is also perfect for 
small, startup businesses wishing to test the market prior to 
opening a brick-and-mortar location.

Bluebonnet Spirit Shop
204 W. Knox  St., Ennis, TX 75119 | 972-268-0702
www.bluebonnetspiritshop.com
Wednesday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Bluebonnet Spirit Shop is a one-stop shop for anyone who 
loves Ennis and bluebonnets! We offer a wide variety of t-shirts, 
home goods, and specialty items for you to show off your Bluebonnet 
Spirit year round. Ennis Main Street, who operates the Bluebonnet 
Spirit Shop, is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization committed to 
providing exciting social, cultural, and educational experiences in 
historic downtown Ennis. Proceeds from all sales will go back into 
downtown to expand upon and increase programming. 

- Continued on page 36
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Quality of Life: Downtown Ennis
Ennis Y’all App

We are very proud to offer the 
convenience of the Ennis Y’all mobile app 
for iPhone and Android. App features 
include the bluebonnet trail map with GPS 
location and a full directory of restaurants, 
shops, hotels, attractions and events. Search 
Ennis Y’all in the app store and download 
today to discover our charm!

Downtown Download
If you’re interested in more information 

about Historic Downtown Ennis, email 
lortiz@ennistx.gov to receive a monthly 
newsletter regarding all things downtown!
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Major Events & Festivals

December
Lights of Ennis Parade 

& Block Party 

February
Ennis Czech Music Festival

April
Ennis Bluebonnet Trails 

& Festival

May
Cinco de Mayo 

Cultural Celebration

June
Blues on Main

October
Ennis Autumn Daze

May 
National Polka Festival

June 
Ennis Freedom Fest
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Keep Ennis Beautiful (KEB) is a City of Ennis affiliation 
with Keep Texas Beautiful. The mission of KEB is to cultivate 
community pride through volunteerism and education focused 
on creating a healthy, beautiful, and sustainable environment. 

Our goals are:
1. To inspire, initiate, plan, direct, and coordinate programs for 
litter control and prevention
2. To encourage the planting and preservation of trees, flowers, 
plants and shrubbery
3. To initiate programs that promote a cleaner, safer, healthier, and 
more beautiful community
4. To stimulate interest and action toward conservation of resources.
In a nutshell ~ we dig in the dirt, we pick up trash, we try not to 
waste, and we encourage others to do the same. We believe that 
our words and actions should create an environment that we can 
be proud of. Since its creation in 2018, KEB volunteers have put 
their love for our community in action by spending countless 
hours picking up litter, planting trees, and encouraging others to 
respect the planet and all of the organisms that we share it with. 
We ARE the change! 

Join us in making Ennis the most beautiful city in the great 
state of Texas.

For more information:
www.KeepEnnisBeautiful.com

972-878-4748

The Ennis CARES Program 
was born as a response to 
community needs identified 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic in March of 
2020.  Ennis C.A.R.E.S. serves our  (C)ommunity by 
providing (A)ssistance and (R)esources, through 
(E)ngagement and (S)ervices while focusing on long 
term solutions for people and families in need. 

Ennis CARES serves as the resource hub for the 
City of Ennis, all while working alongside other 
agencies, organizations and churches, by providing 
charitable, benevolent, civic, educational, social 
and societal services to the community of Ennis to 
improve the lives of our fellow citizens. The Ennis 
CARES Program identifies a need in the community 
and looks for ways to address those needs. 

To date, the Ennis CARES Program has assisted 
with initiatives such as the Hurricane Laura 

Evacuation Center, Extreme 
Cold Weather Emergency 
Shelter, Emergency Water 
Distribution, COVID-19 
Working Group, Ellis County 

Vaccination Hub, Ennis Vaccination Hub, Ellis 
County Mobile Vaccination Team (In-Home), Mobile 
Food Pantry Events, Community Thanksgiving 
Meal and Angel Tree Programs. The non-emergency 
Bluebonnet Call Center serves the Ennis and Ennis 
ISD area and is a great resource to citizens needing 
help with running errands for the homebound, 
picking up a prescription, financial assistance with a 
bill, welfare checks, prayer or just someone to talk to. 

For assistance or information on how YOU can 
help those in need, call the Bluebonnet Call 
Center at 972-695-3524 or email BBCC@ennistx.gov. 
Donations can be made to the Ennis CARES 501(c)
(3) by going to www.ennistx.gov/enniscares.

Ennis CARES Program

Keep Ennis Beautiful
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Parks and Recreation

Rotary Park 
2300 Park St., Ennis, TX 75119

At 35.5 acres, it is the largest community park 
in Ennis and houses a cool refreshing splash pad 
for those hot Texas summers, two beautiful party 
pavilions, brand new playground designed for all 
ages, beach volleyball courts, and the only National 
Fitness Center Fitness Court in Ellis County. Enjoy 
a game of pickleball or tennis at our outdoor courts 
or play some baseball on our practice diamonds. 
Feel free to picnic at one of our shaded gazebos in 
the area. The park surrounds historic Old City Lake 
as the one-mile paved Ivan Goodwin Walking Trail 
connects to the adjoining Kiwanis Park.

Lions Park
1200 Lampasas St., Ennis, TX 75119

At 18.5 acres, Lions Park trail amenities make it a daily 
tradition for leisure walkers, joggers, and those who just 
want to relax around the large pond. The main attraction 
is the ½ mile paved walking path featuring the Ennis 
Library’s Story Walk, 20 reading stations containing the 
children’s book of the month. Benches and overlooks 
along the path allow patrons to take in the beauty of this 
serene property. Large trees are abundant throughout 
the area and include turn of the century lighting for 
a nostalgic atmosphere. Lions Park houses a covered 
pavilion, playground, restroom facilities, a used book 
exchange, and all the relaxation one can take! Fishing is 
allowed along the banks of the pond.

Rogers & Maise Park
900 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr., Ennis, TX 75119

A 3.8 acre park houses an adult softball field 
with backstop, dugouts, and enclosed outfield 
fence with foul poles. The complex also contains 3 
lighted basketball half-courts, playground, and fixed 
restroom facilities.

Continued on page 40

Parks & Recreation Department
500 Lake Bardwell Dr., Ennis, TX 75119
972-875-1234 Ext: 2248
www.ennistx.gov/departments/ParksandRecreation

Our parks offer a multitude of recreational and 
sports activities for youths and adults, from baseball, 
soccer, and basketball to open trails, cool splash pad, 
fun family gatherings, and more!



Page 40 - Welcome to Ennis

Parks and Recreation
Timothy Gauna Park & Community Center
301 W. Crockett St., Ennis, TX 75119

A 2 acre neighborhood park that sits a stones throw from beautiful downtown Ennis and Main Street activities! 
It contains a playground, basketball court, and mini-soccer goals. The biggest feature of this park is the historic 
community center. It once served as the “place to be” for rockin’ sock hops and youth dances in the 50’s, 60’s & 70’s. 
Today the center is a prime rental location for birthday parties, baby showers, and various types of meetings and classes. 
Although closed and no longer in use, a hidden gem is the old pool house at the corner of Crockett & Sherman. 

*Per the City of Ennis Parks Master Plan, this park will begin major renovations in 2023. Follow the City of 
Ennis Government page and City of Ennis Parks & Recreation page for updates.

Bluebonnet Park
201 S US-287, Ennis, TX 75119

This 47-acre park and athletic complex is the competitive home for the Ennis Baseball & Softball Association. It 
includes 8 lighted diamonds, 10 acres of open green space, playgrounds, covered pavilion, picnic gazebos, concession 
stands, restroom facilities, and a large fishing pond with an adjacent 3/4 mile walking trail. Primarily designed for 
youth softball & baseball, Bluebonnet serves as a perennial neutral site for local and regional tournaments.

 Veterans Memorial Park
2301 Ennis Parkway, Ennis, TX 75119

This 19-acre park is the competitive home for the Ennis 
Soccer Association. The athletic complex includes 3 soccer 
fields that can easily be converted to multiple youth fields, a 
paved 1/4 mile walking path through a designated bluebonnet 
prairie, concession and restroom facilities, picnic tables, and 
a playground. Be sure to visit our a stunning tribute to local 
war veterans, a memorial unlike any other in the metroplex. 
Veterans Memorial Park is also home to our summer Freedom 
Fest, the best small-town patriotic experience in Texas!

Kiwanis Park at Old City Lake
610 Park St., Ennis, TX 75119

Kiwanis Park is a 4.3 acre neighborhood park 
located along the southern edge of Old City Lake. 
A small but relaxing area, the park has a new 
playground and serves as a trail connector to the 
Ivan Goodwin Walking Trail. You can fish or launch 
your kayak from the jetty nearby as well. Because of 
the large duck population lounging throughout the 
grounds, it is unofficially referred to as “the duck 
park” by local citizens.
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Lake Clark Park
2100 W. Baldridge St., Ennis, TX 75119

Lake Clark park is a shoreline park surrounded by Ennis’ popular Lake Clark, a beautiful 156 acre public body 
of water. The park contains a playground and picnic gazebos for families to enjoy their day. Love to fish? You will 
find a land jetty and pier to cast off of, or use our boat launch to motor out further on the lake. Anglers will find 
a variety of fish including catfish, large mouth bass, bream/bluegill, red ear sunfish, white bass, carp, and crappie. 
Please ensure you have the proper fishing license, boating certifications, and safety gear on board.

I.O.O.F. Park at Fairview
4100 4th St., Ennis, TX 75119

I.O.O.F. Park at Fairview is a 5.25 park with 2 baseball fields, newly 
installed playground, and 1/2 mile walking trail. The jewel of the park is 
its regulation baseball field played on by a local amateur team, complete 
with dugouts and stands. The park is managed in conjunction with the 
International Order of Odd Fellows, an organization dedicated to serving 
the community and the local neighborhood. A brand new pavilion 
equipped with lights, electrical outlets, and picnic tables is available for 
family and community events.

Minnie McDowal Park
119 Dallas St., Ennis, TX 75119

This park is the gateway to our historical downtown district. The 
beautiful gazebo serves as the place to meet up when shopping or out for 
a bite with family and friends. Throughout the year, the gazebo is used for 
art displays, community functions, and live music events with plenty of 
space to do some boot scootin’ boogying! It can be rented out for private 
events by calling (972) 878-4748.

Parks and Recreation

Kachina Prairie Park
1816 W. Baldridge St., Ennis, TX 75119

Kachina Prairie is a 35 acre nature trail located on 
the north east side of Lake Clark Park. It is a rare, 
undisturbed part of the Blackland Prairie eco-region 
and a southern extension of the North American tall 
grass prairie. At one point in history, it covered over 
170 million acres in North America. It is now being 
actively conserved by a coalition of the Ennis Garden 
Club, Indian Trail Master Naturalists, City of Ennis, 
and the Texas Land Conservancy. This is a perfect 
place to walk a piece of Americana. At various times 
throughout the year, the Indian Trail Master Naturalists 
will hold special events for children and families. Say 
hello to the bison when you’re on the trail!

Disc Golf Course
3000 W. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119

The 18-hole course was designed by the Ennis Disc 
Golf Association and curated by the Ennis Parks and 
Recreation staff. Positioned in a wooded area with 
very few open fairways, the course remains one of the 
most challenging in the area. All baskets have been 
updated with new U.S. Disc Golf rated equipment, and 
all tee boxes have been renovated with concrete pads 
and signage containing maps and distances. Entry to 
the course is located on the south side of Lake Clark 
and can be accessed from Airport Road as you travel 
westbound from Ennis Ave (U.S. Business 287). The 
course is free an open to play, however, please be 
courteous and respect all disc golf etiquette practices.
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Public Theatres

Texas Motorplex

Lake Bardwell
With over 3,500 surface acres, Lake Bardwell is of one of the largest attractions in Ellis county with annual 

attendance exceeding 150,000. The sparkling body of water offers skiing, fishing, swimming, boating and 
more to be done at your leisure. Highview Marina rents paddle boats and offers fishing space in a covered 
pavilion. Camp, picnic, or host a special gathering on the 1,800 acres surrounding the lake. There are 5 parks 
strategically located on the grounds of Lake Bardwell that are maintained by the US Army Corps of Engineers. 
They include 17 picnic areas, six boat ramps, and more than 125 electric sites. User fees and annual passes can 
be obtained by calling 972.875.5711. For reservations at the parks, visit recreation.gov.

Drawing annual crowds in excess of over 500,000 fans, the Texas Motorplex 
is one of the finest racetracks in the nation. Races and other events are held 
almost every weekend from February to November. Rev up your stay in Ennis 
by visiting such large events as the NHRA Double Divisional in May and 
the NHRA Texas Fall Nationals Stampede of Speed in October. The Texas 
Motorplex is home of an incredible record speed of 333.95 mph! Call 972-878-
2641 or visit www.texasmotorplex.com for additional information regarding 
the many exciting auto racing events at the Texas Motorplex.

Ennis is home to a pair of local theater 
organizations. Both present six productions a year 
and offer other entertainment on their respective 
stages. Ennis residents and those in the area are 
provided some great shows at Ennis Public Theatre 
and Theatre Rocks! Plus, they can even audition for a 
chance to be part of a production.

Ennis Public Theatre
 113 N. Dallas St., Ennis, TX 75119
 972-878-7529
 www.ennispublictheatre.com

Theatre Rocks!
 505 N.W. Main St., Ennis, TX 75119
 972-878-5126
 www.theatrerocks.com
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KJT #35   www.kjt35.com
1216 S. Paris St., Ennis, TX 75119
Members: Approximately 1,250 
Community Outreach & Activities: KJT 

youth program, scholarships for KJT members 
who are graduating seniors. 

History: KJT stands for Katolicka Jednota Texaska. KJT Society began 
so that Czech immigrants could bond with each other after coming to the 
United States. The Ennis chapter was founded in 1900. KJT began accepting 
women members in 1980. Although it started out as an exclusively Catholic 
organization, in 2008, KJT opened membership to all Christians. 

Sokol   www.sokolennis.com
2622 E. Hwy 34, Ennis, TX 75119
Members: Approximately 300 
Community Outreach & Activities: Sokol 

provides gymnastics and fitness classes for all 
and a twirling program. Facilities can be used 
for community functions, weddings, and other parties. Memberships for their 
newly renovated outdoor pool are available.

History: Sokol, which means falcon in Czech, was founded in 1862 in Prague, 
and brought to the United States by Czech immigrants to preserve their heritage. 
The Ennis unit was formed in 1908. 

SPJST Lodge #25
1901 E. Ennis Ave., Ennis, TX 75119
Members: Approximately 700
Community Outreach & Activities: Youth 

Program, Scholarships for SPJST Members 
who are graduating seniors. Bar open every 
Wednesday night from 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Kitchen/dining room, bar, and hall 
available for bookings for birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, holiday parties, 
and special occasions.

History: SPJST stands for Slovanska Podporujici Jednota Statu Texaska which 
translates to Slavonic Benefit Order of the State of Texas. SPJST Lodge #25 was 
established in 1897. Facebook: SPJST Lodge #25

Czech Halls




